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Irene Sheppard 


Secretary, Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 


In considering the question: What Can North America Do to Promote Specifi- 
cally Rural Activities on the Field?" I have viowed the subject from two angles -- 
first, from the point of view of a board secretary, and then as chairman of the 
Furlough Study Committee in our Board. Our Board has from oighty to one hundred 
missionaries studying during each yoar, and it tries to put aside each year between 
$9,000 and $10,000 for their study. 


(1) In the first place, one of our grievous sins is ignorance. This is 
being remedied by more frequent vistations to the fields by secretaries and Board 
members, and by conferonces with furloughed missionarics at headquartors. 


(2) Twice a year we have two full day board meetings, at which time we 
invite missionarics to present some of their programs first hand. 


(3) Boards and secretaries would do woll to plan for greater flexibility 
in travel arrangements for missionaries to and from the field. For instance, Mr. 
John Gohoen, one of our India missionaries, returned to the field ahead of Mrs. 
Goheen, in order to travel through Europe to see the folk schools of Denmark and 
agricultural projects in Europe which havo significance for his own work in India, 
whilo Mrs. Goheen sailed at a later date on a through boat to India, with three 
goats. 


(4) In the matter of furlough study our emphasis has been on study here 
in America, In addition to that, we have recently arranged for opportunities for 
our missionaries to study outstanding pieces of work boing done in other fields, 
as well as in mission areas other than their own. Professor Carney of Teachers 
College commented on our sending missionaries from India to Columbia University to 
study about the work being done in Moga, India. Those missionaries had just come 
from India and expected to study in New York City about the work at Moga, India, 
The Presbyterian Board, to meet this situation, has now arrangod for missionarios 
to have a three months' leave of absence on the field from their work in every fivo 
year term. This has been agreed upon in order that the missionary may visit insti- 
tutions or demonstration centers which parallel his own interests. Study arrange- 
ments and tuition charges are carried out of the furlough stucy fund, and travel 
expenses are to be met from certain mission appropriations, 


(5) We sometimes fail with regard to furlough study arrangements because 
we don't have a chanco to plan for it sufficiently in advance. The missionaries 
and missions should cooperate with the boards on this point. 
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(6) Iwas intorested in what Dean Watts said about recruiting mission- 
aries for rural work in undergraduate classes of agricultural colleges. There 
is one place which we should consider more seriously in looking for rural mission 
recruits, and that is in the home mission ficld. There are missionarics in some 
of our rural situations here at home who are ready to be transferred to the 
foreign field. Moreover, foreign missionaries home on furlough will find 
inspiration in our home mission fields for further rural study. 


